

PERMIT PROJECT LISTING

Please note that this list is not inclusive of all jobs that may require a permit. This list addresses the most common inquiries to our department. Please call the Building & Planning Department for projects not listed to inquire if/what permits are required. Most individual permit applications have been combined as a Residential or Commercial Permit Packet. The individual sections for particular projects are coded below.
	PERMIT TYPES LEGEND

	A/L
	=
	Alteration of Land
	H
	=
	HVAC
	FP
	=
	Fireplace

	B
	=
	Building
	F
	=
	Fence
	SO
	=
	Street Opening

	E
	=
	Electrical
	CS
	=
	Curbs and Sidewalks
	T
	=
	Tank

	P
	=
	Plumbing
	Z
	=
	Zoning
	A
	=
	Address Application

	W
	=
	Waiver Curbs & Sidewalks
	UO
	=
	Use & Occupancy
	
	
	

	PROJECT
	PERMITS REQUIRED

(see legend above)
	ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

	DECK
	Z B
	2 plot plans and 2 sets of building drawings.

	ABOVE GROUND POOL
	Z A/L B E F

(H P T)
	2 plot plans and pamphlets on the pool and filter. If heated, HVAC, Plumbing and Tank permits when applicable. Shall not be located in any front yard and must allow at least ten feet from any property line. Corner lots have special requirements. Also see separate “Pool Requirements” document.

	IN GROUND POOL
	Z A/L B E F

(H P T)
	2 topographical survey plans and 2 sets of building drawings of pool all to be signed and sealed by a licensed Pennsylvania engineer and architect respectively. 2 Brochures on the  pool and filter.  If heated, HVAC, Plumbing and Tank permits when applicable. Shall not be located in any front yard and must allow at least ten feet from any property line. Corner lots have special requirements. Also see separate “Pool Requirements” document.        



	PATIO

(no footings)
	B Z
	2 plot plans, 2 sets of building plans 

	PATIO

(with footings)
	B A/L Z
	2 plot plans, 2 sets of building plans 

	PORCH ROOF/PATIO COVER
	B Z
	2 plot plans, 2 sets of building plans

	NEW RESIDENTIAL
	Z A/L B E P A H CS SO  

(FP & W if applicable)
	2 plot plans and 2 sets of construction plans all to be signed and sealed by a Pennsylvania licensed engineer and architect respectively. Both water and sewer connection approvals must be obtained.  For water, click here. For sewer, click here.


	RESIDENTIAL ADDITIONS
	A/L Z B 

(E P H FP if applicable)
	2 plot plans and 2 sets of building plans.

	NEW SECOND STORY
	Z B 

(E P H FP A/L         if applicable)
	2 plot plans, 2 signed and sealed plans drawn by a licensed Pennsylvania architect or engineer. Certification of existing footings, headers and beams is required. 

	SHED, DETACHED GARAGE & OTHER ACCESSORY STRUCTURES
	A/L Z  B

(E IF APPLICABLE)
	Over 500 square feet - Placement is to be no closer than five feet from the rear and/or side property line, provided it is located at a point behind any major rear facing portion of the principal building and in no case is closer than ten feet to any other structure.  Corner lots have special requirements. Please inquire. 


	
	Z 
	Under 500 square feet 

	FENCE
	F
	
Fence permit and property survey by a Pennsylvania licensed surveyor. (effective 3-12-04)

	RETAINING WALL
	A/L Z B
	2 plot plans & 2 construction drawings, plus letters of approval from neighbors who will be affected by the installation of such wall. If wall is over 4’, signed & sealed drawings are required.

	DRIVEWAYS
	
	

	*
	NEW ASPHALT
	A/L Z
	2 plot plans, material list

	*
	NEW CONCRETE
	A/L Z B
	2 plot plans, material list

	*
	REPLACE ASPHALT WITH SAME SIZE ASPHALT
	No permits required
	

	*
	REPLACE EXISTING ASPHALT WITH SAME SIZE CONCRETE
	B
	2 plot plans, material list

	*
	REPLACE EXISTING CONCRETE WITH SAME SIZE CONCRETE
	B
	2 plot plans, material list

	*
	REPLACE EXISTING CONCRETE WITH SAME SIZE ASPHALT
	No permits required
	

	  *  Please note that ANY EXPANSION of an existing driveway shall require a permit package as described above for that type of driveway.

	PAVERS
(Walkways)
	A/L Z 
	2 plot plans

	PAVERS
(Patios)
	A/L Z B
	2 plot plans

	RE-ROOF
	B
	

	RE-SIDE
	B
	

	RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCY

Change of Ownership/Tenant
	UO

(Before Move In)
	Required for any change of ownership of existing homes.

Also required at final stage of brand new housing construction. 

Apartments: Required with change of tenant. 



	COMMERCIAL OCCUPANCY

Change of Ownership/Tenant
	UO

(Before Move In)
	Required for any change of ownership, change of tenant, and/or change of use. Also required for any renovations to an existing business.



	NEW MANUFACTURED HOME
	Z A/L B E P A H CS SO  (FP if applicable)
	2 plot plans and 2 sets of construction plans all to be signed and sealed by a Pennsylvania licensed architect or engineer. Both water and sewer connection approvals must be obtained. For water, Aqua Pennsylvania click here. For sewer call Bucks County Water and Sewer click here. A Manufactured Home Certificate of Compliance from the state of PA is req’d. Click here.



Please ensure that all applications are complete and include the contractor, cost of job and description of job. 

ALL CONTRACTORS performing work in Bensalem Township must be licensed with Bensalem Township.

A $100.00 annual fee is charged and a certificate of commercial general liability insurance must be provided 

and must show Bensalem Township as the Certificate Holder. No permits can be issued unless and until these requirements are satisfied.

Note:   All earth disturbances greater than 1,000 square feet require a plan to be submitted to the

            BUCKS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT for review and approval.

            Plans less than 1,000 square feet only require that an erosion and sediment control plan is on

            site during disturbance.  Questions should be directed to Bucks County Conservation District

            924 Town Center ∙ New Britain, PA 18901-5185 ∙ Phone: 215-245-7577 ∙ Fax: 215-245-7584
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