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BENSALEM TWP,
BUCKS COUNTY, PA





PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

Fire Alarm, Fire Suppression, Fireplace, Pellet & Wood Burning Stoves

General Req
uirements
Permits are required for the installation, modification, replacement and/or repairs to fire alarms, 

fire suppression systems, fireplaces, and pellet and wood burning stoves.

All contractors must be licensed with Bensalem Township and must apply for permits. 

All sub-contractors must also be licensed with Bensalem Township and be listed on the permit.

Bensalem Township Fire Marshal’s Office follows International Fire Code 2006.

Call 215-633-3644 to set up completion tests.  Please schedule tests at least 48 hours in advance.  Fire alarm tests cannot be scheduled for a Friday due to the 24-hour test. Requirements and tests 

are as required bu the NFPA 24 & International Fire Code.

The permit review process takes approximately 2-3 weeks. Original issued permit shall be posted on site for the duration of the work. Approved plans shall be on site at time of inspection.

Fire Alarm

All fire alarm systems shall be addressable and point I.D. 

A Knox Box is required.

All  fire alarm applications, must include the following: 

· 3 sets of signed and sealed plans (must be NICET III or higher or Pennsylvania PE electrical signed)

· 1 set of catalog cut sheets

· 1 set of battery calculations

· 1 set of voltage drop

The following tests are to be witnessed by the Fire Marshal’s Office after work is completed:

· Record of completion test

· Monitoring test

· 24 hour battery test

· Electrical inspection

· Knox Box key test

Fire Suppression/Sprinkler

All  fire alarm applications, must include the following: 

· 3 sets of signed and sealed plans (must be NICET III or PE signed)
· 1 sets of catalog cut sheets1 sets of hydraulic calculations

Permit Requirements Cont.

The following tests are to be witnessed by the Fire Marshal’s Office after work is completed:

Sprinkler System Test

· Open ceiling

· 2 hour hydraulic test

· Main drain test

· Water flow and tamper valve alarm test as required by NFPA 13, 13R, 13D

Cooking Hood Suppression Test

· Balloon Test

· Gas/Electric Shut Off

· Interconnection with Fire Alarm as Required by NFPA 17A & NFPA 96 

Fireplaces, Pellet Stoves, And Wood Burning Stoves

· 3 sets of construction drawings 

· 1 set of catalog cut sheets

The following tests are to be witnessed by the Fire Marshal’s Office after work is completed:

· Rough Fireplace Inspection (Open framing)

· Final Fireplace Inspection

Underground Fire Mains

· Open ditch

· Hydrostatic test

· Flush/flow

Fire Hydrant Installs or Repairs

· Open Ditch

· Flush test

· Pilot gauge/flow test

If you have any questions regarding the permit process or requirements, please call 215-633-3647.


No work shall begin until permits are approved and issued. Any work done without permits are subject to tripled fees, and will comply with any revisions required by code.
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